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   Hope is such a precious treasure.  Never lose it.  
Hang on to it.  Value it above every earthly pos-
session.  It is one of the BIG THREE values in all of 
life according to 1 Corinthians 13:13 right next 
to òfaithó and òlove.ó  It is a terrible thing to lose 

hope.   

   Hope keeps us going even in the toughest of 
times or circumstances.  Hope helps us to rise 
above the difficulties of life and maintain a sense 
of victory.  Hope lightens the load of our heavy 
burdens.  English author Samuel Johnson (1709-
1784) wrote, òIt is worth a thousand pounds to 
have the habit of looking on the bright side of 
things.ó  English biographer Samuel Smiles wrote, 
òHope is like the sun, which, as we journey to-
ward it, casts the shadow of our burden behind 

us.ó 

   Unfortunately these days, there are some peo-
ple who have succumbed to the pressures and 
circumstances of life and have given up hope.  
You can hear it in their voices and in their words.  
Their words convey fear, despair, defeat or 
death.  Unfortunately, even some who identify 
themselves as Christians can be tempted to yield 
to the pressure of mounting troubles and eventu-
ally give up hope.  Then they begin speaking 
forth òcursesó instead of òblessings.ó  Their words 
speak forth defeat instead of victory.  In fact, 

this evil spirit can even destroy a church! 

   This òspiritó of hopelessness is so unfortunate.  
David Hume (1711-1776), a Scottish philosopher 
and historian wrote, òA propensity to hope and 
joy is real riches; a propensity to fear and sor-
row is real poverty.ó  The famous German poet 
and philosopher Johann Goethe (1749-1842) 
wrote, òIn all things it is better to hope than to 
despair.ó  Oh how this truth needs to ring out 

anew like a church bell echoing across a dozen 

valleys! 

   Why do we so easily get sucked into the spirit 
of hopelessness and allow the circumstances of 
life to control our feelings and emotions?  Could 
it be that the other two of the òBig Threeó values 
(Faith and Love) are not as high on our priority 

list as they should be?  Could it be that we are 
not truly placing our complete faith in Jesus as 
we should be?  Could it be that we are not truly 
loving and trusting our God, who is the Creator 
of the entire Universe, as we should be - with 

EVERYTHING?   

   Could it be that we are still holding on to con-
trol of certain things and then getting frustrated 
when things donõt go our own selfish way; so we 
give up hope and begin speaking cursesé be-

cause things arenõt going OUR WAY??? 

   Itõs time for each of us to learn the lesson that 
the things and circumstances of this life are all 
going to pass away!  All three Gospel writers, 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, quote Jesus as saying, 
òHeaven and earth will pass awayéó  (Matthew 
24:35;  Mark 13:31;  Luke 21:33).   The Apostle 
John wrote, òDo not love the world or anything in 
the world.  The world and its desires will pass 
awayéó (1 John 2:15, 17).   So why should we 
get so selfishly agitated about issues that are 
clearly NOT ETERNAL or allow the difficult prob-
lems and circumstances of life to dictate our emo-
tions and create that sense of despair or defeat.  
We follow and serve the RISEN Savior, Jesus 
Christ!  May His Spirit permeate our souls today!  
May His Spirit fill your own spirit and create His 

sense of VICTORY within you. 

   The early disciples and followers of Jesus ex-
perienced terrible persecution.  Many of them 
lost everything - their possessions, their homes, 
their businesses and sources of income - as they 
were forced out and forced to flee for their lives.  
Many more were 
imprisoned and even 
executed.  Yet their 
hearts were filled 

with so much joyé 
AND HOPE!  Why?  
They knew that all 
their sins had been 
forgiven and all their 
personal guilt had 
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   How are you receiving this newsletter? 

   If you would rather get the PNAZ 
News by email please contact the office 
to switch and help save cost of postage 

and paper! ñ see page 4. 
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[Cont on next page] 
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Youth  and  Children  SECTION  

Baptism Sunday 

It was a blessing to experience the baptismal ser-
vice on August 2nd outside in our Outdoor Chapel 
area.  We were blessed with testimonies, and with 
our kids singing and signing òI Am a Friend of 
Godó.  The following sixteen individuals were 
baptized:  Bailey, Lauren, and 
Stone Best, Alberta Cook, Cristian 
Flores, Olivia Hagel, Lillian and 
Victoria Mercer, Austin, Cyle, and 
Emerald Moss, Corey and Logan 
Morgan, Nikkie Ray, Everett and 
Merissa Rushlow.  Most of these 
are part of our Children and 
Youth Ministries, but one special 
individual is eighty years young! 
òPraise the Lord from Whom all 

blessings flow!ó 

 

been erased by our God who loved them unconditionally.  
They knew that eternity was what really mattered and that, 
even if they were executed that night or breathed their last 
breath due to starvationé their eternal life IN HEAVEN was 
secured by their faith in Jesus Christ and their undying love 

and devotion to Jesus Christ! 

   Soé whatõs up with our attitudes of hopelessness today?  
Itõs time for us to receive the Spirit-inspired advice from the 
writer to the Hebrews.  òLet us throw off everything that hin-
ders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let uséFIX OUR 
EYES ON JESUS, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 

and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider 
him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you 

will not grow weary and lose heart.ó  (12:1-3) 

   The Apostle Paul wrote in a letter to his young protégé, 
Timothy, òThis is a trustworthy saying that deserves full accep-
tance.  We have put our hope in the living God, who is the 
Savior of all men, and especially to those who believe.ó  (1 
Timothy 4:10)  Our hope springs from our total reliance on 
all of Godõs promises.  The author of the letter to the He-
brews wrote, òWe have this hopeé(the certainty of all Godõs 
promises) éas an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.  It (our 
hope) enters the inner sanctuary where Jesus, who went be-
fore us, has entered on our behalf.  He has become [our] high 
priest foreveréó  (6:19-20)  òLet us hold unswervingly to the 
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hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful.ó  (Hebrews 

10:23) 

   God personally responds to everyone who chooses to put 
their full hope in Him.  Psalm 33:18 says, òThe eyes of the 
Lord are on those who fear Him, on those whose HOPE is in His 
unfailing love.ó  Psalm 147:11 says, òThe Lord delights in those 

who fear Him; who put their hope in His unfailing love.ó   

   Soé make the choice today!  Never lose hope!  Trust the 
Lord and begin speaking forth His praises!  Speak forth the 
blessings of VICTORY along with your Risen Savior!  Speak 
into your own spirit and soul today, joining with the psalmist 
who wrote, òWhy are you so downcast, O my soul?  Why so 

disturbed within me?  Put your hope in God!  For I will yet 
PRAISE HIM, my Savior and my God.ó  òFind rest, O my soul, in 
God alone.  My hope comes from Him.  He alone is my Rock 

and my Salvation.ó  (Psalm 42:5;  62:5) 

   Your strength will be renewed!  You will never be put to 
shame!  You will be abundantly blessed!  (See Isaiah 40:31;  

Psalm 25:3;  Psalm 146:5)  And, the greatest news isé  

HOPE IS CONTAGIOUS!!! 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Richey 

VBS Help! 

Plans are being made for VBS which will be held 
the week of October 12th-16th from 1:00-4:00 
pm.   It is called òLava Lava Islandó.  Pastor Char 
needs volunteer helpers of all ages.  Please con-

tact her if you can help in any way! 

 

VBS is going to be big this 
year. We are going to need 
many helpers for many small 
tasks. If you think you can help 
with anything please see Pas-

tor Char. 

 

We are also in need of snack 

item donations! 



was able to achieve in spite of being a Christian and having 

so much adversity. 

 Finally, God answered the prayers of His people 
when Mikhail Gorbachev came into power and opened the 
doors for Christians to worship openly. The Jews began mov-
ing to Israel in droves at the same time that Tanyaõs family 

came to America seeking religious freedom, in 1991. 

 Tanya will never forget the first Christmas she was 
in the United States in Casper, Wyoming.  It was exciting to 
the family to go to the shopping mall and hear Christmas 
music!  This was something they had only been able to ex-
perience in secret.  Her family spent hours just walking in the 
mall and never buying a thingñthey just rejoiced in the 
experience of hearing the music over the mall speaker sys-

tem. 

 Tanya and Jerry met in Casper in 1997 and were 
married in the First Nazarene Church there in 1998, where 

they were members until moving to Payson. 
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Meet the Family ~ The Deckers 

Jerry and Tanya Decker  

Jerry and Tanya Decker       

A very fascinating couple in our church you may not know 
are Jerry and Tanya Decker.  They have lived in Payson for 
nine months now.  Jerry was born in Casper, Wyoming and 
has two brothers.  He went to school in Denver, Colorado.  
He became a bricklayer/stone mason for several years and 
started his own business in l986.  He has built houses and is 
not busy right now, but feels things are going to turn around.  

He would like to do more building before officially retiring. 

 Tanya was born in Ukraine on December 19th, 
1963, and lived there until moving to the United States in 
October, 1991.  Tanya had 7 brothers and 6 sisters!  (Three 

brothers and four sisters are living.) Tanya grew up in a 
strong Christian home.  She remembers being poor and tak-
ing turns sharing clothes, especially in the winter.  Because 
they were the same size, an older sister would go outside in 
their òsharedó coat and boots, come inside, and then Tanya 
or her younger sister would take a turn going outside. There 
was never enough money for socks, so their mother would 
wrap their feet in torn pieces of blankets or washcloths to 

keep their feet warm inside their shoes or boots. 

 Tanyaõs stories about how God sustained them are 
amazing!  Her father was a strong Christian believer and 
the family had to worship òundergroundó.  Tanya was bap-
tized at night after all the people in the village were 
asleep, so no one would see. The country followed the phi-
losophies of Karl Marx, and police were constantly search-
ing for Christians.  The police knew most of the villagers and 
on Mondays would gather all the children and ask for a 
show of hands if they had gone to church on Sunday.  The 
ones who raised their hands were beaten.  Tanya and her 
brothers and sisters were beaten many times because they 

were truthful. 

 God kept His hand on Tanya through all her years 
in Ukraine.  She was able to get a degree in Accounting, 
and was the only one from her family who was able to get 
a degree.  If you were a Christian, it was nearly impossible 
to get a degree, and if you achieved an òAó in a class, you 
wouldnõt be given that grade if you were a Christian. How-
ever, Tanya had great ability and people liked her, so she 

Laugh A Little ~ 

THATõS PUNNY! 

òGive God whatõs right, not whatõs left. 

 

òA lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.ó 

 

òWhen praying, donõt give God instructionséjust report for duty.ó 

 

òPlan aheadéit wasnõt raining when Noah built the ark.ó 

 

òNever give the devil a rideéhe will always want to drive.ó 



Volunteers are needed in the church 
office. Contact the church office 474-
5890. 
 
Martha Ministries needs a director 
and helpers.  Contact the church office. 

 

The Audio/Visual department will be 
seeking new help in the near future. If 
you would like to be a part, talk to 
Dillon Walker. Training can be provided if you 
would like to learn. 

 

Youth Ministries need adult volunteers. Contact 
Pastor Richey  474-5890. 

 

The A.N.D.Y. Group is looking for Council mem-
bers. Please contact Sandy VanVleet at 472-
7593. 

 

USE YOUR GIFTS AND TALENTS FOR GOD! 
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Pray about where 

God wants your 

talents and abilities 

right now. 

 

Take action! 

Help Wanted Ads ~ 

Re-start our Van MinistryñVolunteers needed to 
re-start our Van Ministry. We are looking for two 
adult drivers and two ride-a-longs. Drivers must 
be 21 and have a clean driving record. Please 
contact the church office or Pastor Char at 474-
1632. 
 
Prayer Warriors neededñmeet on Tuesday at 
6:00pm in the Pacesetters Room. 

 

Prison Ministry needs pen-pals for inmates. Con-
tact Marga Cullumber 468-0149. 
 
Assimilation program needs volunteers. Contact 
the church office. 

 

The church nursery needs volunteers for both ser-
vices. Contact Char Bradford 474-1632 or 
Marianne Foster 978-5136. 

 

Sunday school teachers, substitutes and aides 
are needed for all ages. Contact Char Bradford 

474-1632 or the church office. 

 IMPORTANT CHANGE IN PNAZ 

NEWSLETTER 

We are trying to conserve paper and stamps, so: 
If you are a regular attendee, we are asking that you pick up 
your newsletter at the Welcome Center, rather than have us 

mail it. 

If you wish to have your newsletter mailed, please let Diana 
know.  We will continue to mail newsletters to those wishing 

to receive them that way. 

If you wish to have your newsletter emailed only, please let 

Diana know.   

If you are not receiving a newsletter and want to have one. or 
you know of someone who would like a newsletter and is not 

currently receiving one, let Diana know. 

Notes from the Officeñ 
DID YOU KNOW? 

 

Our church receives 

$4.00 for each used cartridge we recycle? 

 

Please look for the list of cartridges accepted on 

the recycling box located in the hallway across 

from the drinking fountain. 



Christian Classifieds ~ 
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As Christians we are called to support one another. 
Thereõs no better way to do that than to support our 
church membersõ businesses and services.  In this espe-
cially difficult economic time, it is important to make 
sure that our Christian brothers and sisters get our sup-
port.  The òPNAZ Newsó wants to develop a list of all 
those in the church body that have their own businesses 
or services.  If this describes you, please send in a busi-
ness card or e-mail us your business information so we 
can òget the word outó on your behalf.  A list will be 
published in each newsletter.   This is advertising with-

out cost! 

The contact information is on the back page of this 

newsletter! 

 

Tutoring available! 

TUTORING k-4th grade level in Reading and Math 

(will come to studentõs home, if needed) 

Ila M. Carpenter (928-472-8633) 

 

 

Some of you may know me. I am Dillon Walker, and I 
run a Web Design business out of my home. I have the 
most affordable prices in the Rim Country, and God 
knows we need it now! If you, or your business is in 
need of a website you can reach me with the contact 

information below. Thank you. 

DMD Web Design 

www.dmdwebdesign.net 

Phone: 928-951-3649  

E-Mail: dmwalker@dmdwebdesign.net 

 

Check out the new website at 

www.paysonfamily.org. 

 

You can get all of the issues of this 
newsletter in PDF format and much 

more. B
L
U

R
B

! 

DONõT FORGET 
Round-Up Sunday is August 16th. Come 
in your best Country-Western attire on 
Sunday morning. Following service will 
be the dogie dressing contest at the ro-

deo! B
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The Bulletin Board ~ 

Did you know? 

Our church collects box tops and soup labels for the Sun 
Valley Indian School.  Martha Toliver recently just sent 190, 
for which they immediately replied with a thank you.  There 
is a collection folder in our foyer area by the Missions bulle-
tin board.  There is a newsletter from the Sun Valley Indian 
School on the bulletin board which may be of interest to you, 

as well. 

 

Goodbye: 

Patrick and Brittany Karlowski have moved to Arkansas.  
They are located about an hour from Ryan and Tara Hilgen-
dorf.  Patrick and Brittany have ministered in many areas in 
our church, and are going to be missed greatly.  Please 
keep in touch, Pat and Brit!  We love you.  Their address is:  

PO Box 10403, Fayetteville, AR 72703-0042 

 

Possible Church Night Out 

There is a Baseball Game, a Fireworks Show, and a Mercy 
Me Concert on Friday, September 18th, 2009 in Phoenix at 

Chase Field at 6:40 p.m. 

$10 Infield Reserve, $15 Bleachers, $20 Baseline Reserve, 
$30 Baseline Box.  If youõre interested, let the church office 
know.  We can reserve tickets with a $1.00 per seat de-
posit.  (Final payment will be due two weeks prior to the 
game)  This would be a fun activity, especially if we could 

carpool and go together. 

 

INFORMATION: 

This section is named Perspectives, for anything that anyone 
would like to place here. This is a community bulletin board 
for you, the congregation. Feel free to send an editor an 
email with your request. Submit your news to an editor on 

page 8. 

http://www.dmdwebdesign.net
mailto:dmwalker@dmdwebdesign.net?subject=I%20am%20interested%20in%20Web%20Design%20with%20DMD.
http://www.paysonfamily.org
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

      1ñCalendar 

Partyò/Breakfast-

9:00 am 

McCrocklin Anni-

versary Celebra-

tion 11:00 am-

3:00 pm 

2 

BAPTISM SUN-

DAY 

6:00 p.m  

3 

Puppets Practice 

4:00 pmð5:00 

pm 

4 

6:00 pm Prayer & 

Praise 

7:00 pm Worship 

Team Practice 

5 

8:00 am Ladies 

Prayer 

 

7:00-8:30  pm 

Imprint Youth 

Service 

6        6:00 pm 

Finance/Trustee 

Mtg. 

6:00 pm In His 

Image  

Practice 

6:00 Safe Haven 

Staff Mtg. 

7 

 

8 

9:00 am NMI 

Council 

 

 

 

9 

 

10 

Puppets Practice 

4:00 pmð5:00 

pm 

11 

6:00 pm Prayer & 

Praise 

7:00 pm Worship 

Team Practice 

12 

8:00 am Ladies 

Prayer 

 

7:00-8:30  pm 

Imprint Youth 

Service 

13 

 

6:00 pm Board 

Mtg. 

6:00 pm In His 

Image  

Practice 

14 15 

ñCalendar 

PartyòBreakfast 

#2-9:00 am 

 

16 

Round-Up Sunday 

(Western Sunday) 

Combined service 

at 10:00 am 

 

17 

Puppets Practice 

4:00 pmð5:00 

pm 

18 

6:00 pm Prayer & 

Praise 

7:00 pm Worship 

Team Practice 

19 

8:00 am Ladies 

Prayer 

7:00-8:30  pm 

Imprint Youth 

Service 

 

1/2 Day PUSD 

20 

4:00 pm-5:30 pm 

Bible Quizzing-

Blue Level 

6:00 pm In His 

Image  

Practice 

21 

5:00-7:00  pm 

NYI  

 Indian Fry bread 

Fundraiser 

22  

 

 

23 

 

24 

11:00 Majestic 

Rim       

          Chapel  

Puppets Practice 

4:00 pmð5:00 

pm 

  

25 

6:00 pm Prayer & 

Praise 

7:00 pm Worship 

Team Practice 

26 

8:00 am Ladies 

Prayer 

3:30-5:00 pm Bi-

ble Quizzing-Red 

Level 

7:00-8:30  pm 

Imprint Youth 

Service 

27 

4:00 pm-5:30 pm 

Bible Quizzing-

Blue Level 

 

6:00 pm  In His 

Image  

Practice 

28 

NYI Manafest 

Concert-Prescott 

Valley 

29 

 

30 

Letôs Get Ac-

quainted: 12:30 pm 

 

Night of Worship-

6:00 p.m. 

31 

Puppets Practice 

4:00 pmð5:00 

pm 

     

August 2009 



Rim Quiz Kids, Current and future 

quiz meets. 

Imprint Youth Ministry, New  

leadership, new ministry  

opportunities, and outreach. 

PNAZ finance committee and board, 

financial hardships and support. 

In His Image, new performances and 

involvement. 

Prayer and Encouragement! 
 Therefore, let's 

keep on pursuing 
those things that 
bring peace and 

that lead to 
building up one 

another. 
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SAFE HAVEN CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

CENTER     

Payson First Church of the Nazarene             

Safe Haven Child Development Center  

200 E. Tyler Pkwy Payson, AZ 85541  

Call 928-474-5890 for information   

 

From 6:00am to 6:00pm Mon-Fri, Safe 
Haven is a full service pre-school that 
provides parents with a safe, structured 
environment where children are influ-
enced by God's love as they learn about the Bible and de-

velop life skills. 

August Birthdays and Anniversaries ~ 

Birthdays 

 

2 Harvey Berg   

2 Dominique Pennington  

6 Marilyn Benzel 

6 Jean Dudley 

6 Doris Wright 

7 Tyler Hamilton 

12 Robert Freid 

12 Jasmine Martinez 

18 Jayla Larson 

Anniversaries 

 

5 Del & Jean Newland 

5 Don & Trish Certain 

7 Lee & Irene Neff 

9 Patrick & Brittany Karlowski 

12 Gerald & Pam Fisher 

17 John & Kathleen Phillips 

21 Bob & Mickie McCrocklin 

28 Harvey & Loretta Berg 

31 Rob & Donna Linkey 

18 Bert Conner  

21 Delores Hartless 

21 Joy Layson 

22 Marilyn Bradford 

23 Benjamin Del Sol 

24 Infinity Campbell 

31 Marianne Foster 

 

 

 

 

August 

Activities ~ 

 1  Calendar Party/Breakfast          9:00a.m.  

  1   McCrocklin Anniversary         11:00a.m.  

   Celebration 

   2  Baptism Sunday 6:00 p.m.   

   3  Puppet Practice starts              4:00-5:00 p.m. 

   6  Finance Committee Mtg.           6:00 p.m.   

   6  In His Image Practice starts     6:00-7:30 p.m. 

          (Teen and older Human Video  

                                                  drama ministry) 

   8  NMI Council Mtg.                     9:00 a.m.                                                    

 13  Board Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

 16  Round-Up Sunday                   10:00 a.m. 

      òDogie Dressingó                        1:00 p.m. 

 20  Bible Quizzing starts               4:00-5:30 p.m. 

 24  Majestic Rim Chapel Service   11:00 a.m. 

 26  Bible Quizzing (Red Level)   3:30-5:00 p.m. 

 27  Bible Quizzing (Blue Level)  4:00-5:30 p.m. 

 30  Letõs Get Acquainted               12:30 p.m. 

 30  Night of Worship                       6:00 p.m. 

 

To Start Back Up in August: 

Bible Quizzing                                (see dates) 

Puppets Practice                             August 3rd 

In His Image Practice                       August 6th 

                   


