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     Why is there so much controversy about wor-
ship? God NEVER CHANGES.  God remains the 
same.  God is the only constant.  So our worship 
of Him should never change!  The problem is that 
our definition of worship changes as our focus 

shifts from Godé to ourselves. 

What is worship?  Is worship all abouté 

¶ Trying to get a large crowd together? 

¶ Lots of noise and excitement? 

¶ Clapping and shouting? 

¶ An enjoyable program or performance? 

¶ How it makes us feel? 

     True worship is what happens when we sud-
denly discover that there is SOMEONE far more 
magnificent above and beyond ourselves.  True 
worship happens when even a small part of Al-
mighty Godõs character is revealed to us and we 
òconnectó with Him.  True worship happens when 
we catch a glimpse of the HOLINESS of God 
revealing our own imperfections and impurities.  
True worship happens when we capture a sense 
of Godõs perfect love for us revealing how unlov-
ing and divisive we can be!  Folks, worship is all 
about seeking a COLLISION with the Almightyé 
an encounter with the Divine!  It is an active seek-
ing of the heart and mind and perfect will of our 
Father in Heaven!  It is about our lives being 

wholly consecrated to a HOLY GOD! 

     Buté what have we made it?  Havenõt we 
made it more about ourselves and about our own 
personal preferences?  Havenõt we made it all 
about our own culture and customs and traditions 
and style?  And what have the results been?  
Nothing but division and disappointment!  Any 
time we try to bring God down to our own level 
and impose our own cultural mindset upon Him 
the result will be strife, discontent and a failure 

to truly experience Him. 

     But God calls us to come out of our fallen 
culture and exalt Him by falling down on our 
faces before Him.  God calls us to humble our-
selves before Him, giving full permission to Him 
to cleanse us of all our impurities, our bitterness, 
our self-righteousness, our divisions, our unloving 
and unforgiving attitudes, our despair and our 
lack of faith in Him.  The only way that can hap-
pen is to intentionally connect with God each 
week.   God calls us to focus our hearts fully on 
encountering Him and seeing ourselves in the light 

of His Holiness and perfect love. 

     Have you ever heard the song, òThe Heart of 
Worshipó?  Matt Redman, who wrote the lyrics to 
that song, tells the story about his own home 
church in Watford, England.  His church had 
slipped into a condition of apathy, boredom and 
spiritual indifference.  His church was struggling 
to find meaning.  Spiritual vibrancy was missing.  
So the pastor did a pretty brave thing.  For a set 
time, several weeks, he got rid of the band, the 

musical instruments and the sound system. 

     When the congregation gathered together all 
they had wasétheir voices.  The pastor asked, 
òWhen you come through these doors on a Sun-
day, what are you bringing as YOUR offering to 
God?ó   Matt says that the question initially led 
to some very embarrassing silence.  But eventu-
ally the people spontaneously began to break 
into songs and genuine heartfelt prayers of 
praise, and they all began to encounter God in a 

fresh new way! 

     Matt wrote, òBefore longéeveryone gained 
the new perspective that WORSHIP is all about 
JESUS!  And they realized that God commands a 
personal response to Him from the depths of our 
souls no matter what the circumstances and set-

tings may be.ó 

     Out of that experience, Matt wrote these 

lyrics: 

 

When the music fades 

All is stripped away 

And I simply come 

Longing just to bring 

Something thatõs of 

worth 

That will bless Your 

heart. 

Iõll bring You more 

than a song 

For a song in itself 

Is not what You have 

required 

You search much 

deeper within 

Through the way 

things appear 
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By Pastor Rich Richey  
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Youth  and  Children  SECTION  

Newsflash 

Itõs been a busy and fun summer!  Lighthouse Club attendees 
have hiked Peach Loop and Boulders Trail, visited Rumsey 
Park and the East Verde River, gone swimming, bowling, 
and to the movie theater, among many other fun activities.  
Safe Haven preschoolers have visited the Fish Hatchery, the 
Tonto Rim Camp, and the East Verde River.  Itõs very exciting 
news that Safe Haven has ten preschoolers graduating on 

July 17th!  Congratulations! 
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Pictures are from the recent youth trip to Elevate at Point 

Loma Nazarene University. 

 Youõre looking into my heart 

 Iõm coming back to the heart of worship 

 And itõs all about You 

 Itõs all about You, Jesus 

 Iõm sorry, Lord for the thing Iõve made it 

 When itõs all about You 

 Itõs all about You, Jesus. 

 

     Psalm 95:6 says, òCome, let us bow down in worship.  Let 
us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  For He is our God and 

we are His people.ó  In 1 Chronicles 16 we read, òAscribe to 
the LORD glory and honor.  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due 
His name.  Worship the LORD in the splendor of His holiness.  

Tremble before Him, all the earth!ó 

     So, worship is NOT about style of music or personal pref-
erence, right?  Knowing now what genuine worship really is, 
are you a true worshipper of God?  Worship is about put-
ting to death all selfish desires and agendas and pro-
gramsé and to simply seek only to experience a fresh en-
counter with God each and every week.  Worship is all 
about humbling yourself before your God and offering your 
whole self as a òliving sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God ð 
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this is your spiritual act of worshipó, allowing Him to transform 
your heart and your mind, and then discovering His perfect 
will for you, òHis good, pleasing and perfect will.ó  (See Ro-

mans 12:1-2) 

     Jesus said, òétrue worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father 
seeks.  God is spirit and his worshipers must worship in spirit and 
in truth.ó  (John 4:23-24)   Worship is truly experienced when 
God responds to you by furthering His work of òmaking per-
fect those who draw near to worshipó through your continuing 
faith in the òsacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for 

all.ó (See Hebrews 10) 

     When you enter the sanctuary to òworshipó the final 
question should be, òHow has God changed my life as I have 
personally encountered Him today?ó  If you can answer that 

question, then you have truly worshiped God! 

 

Letõs WORSHIP our wonderful Lord together! 

 

Pastor Richey 



Wheels, and was a bus driver for the Senior Center in Pay-
son.  He has been involved with Menõs Ministry and Van Min-
istry.  When he and Judy were working with Celebrate Re-
covery, he always 
cooked the meat, and 
Judy cooked the rest of 

the meal. 

     One of the most won-
derful experiences Hank 
and Judy have ever had, 
is when they were privi-
leged to visit Israel in 
1981.  They both were 
baptized in the Jordan 
River while there.  Being 
able to see where Jesus 
lived and walked on this 
earth is an experience 

they will always treasure. 

     Judy states:  òThere is 
much satisfaction in serv-
ing the Lord.  He is a 
Rewarder of those who 
serve Him.  Itõs not impor-
tant that people notice 

what we doñGod does.ó 

 

Thank you, Hank and Judy, for all you do and for who you 

are. 
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Meet the Family ~ 

Judy and Hank McConnell 

Hank and Judy McConnell 

     Hank was born in Ontario, Canada on May 9, 1931 and 
lived there until moving to Azusa, California in 1959.  Hank 

comes from a family of ten. He found the Lord in 1969. 

     Judy was born in Altadena, California on March 5, 
1941, and had one brother.  She attended multi-
denominational churches her whole life. Judy remembers 

being saved in a Foursquare Church. 

     Hank and Judy have been married for 37 years.  They 
were both attending the Southern Baptist Church denomina-
tion at different churches when a pastor who knew Hank as 
the president of the Southern Baptist Bowling League de-

cided to play òmatchmakeró and introduce them.  Hank has 
three children and thirteen grandchildren.  (Hank says he has 
òabout fifty grandchildrenó, but when Judy counted, the 

number is really thirteen, along with great-grandchildren.) 

     Judy worked as a secretary for the Sears CSO in down-
town Los Angelos, and then became a church pastorõs secre-
tary.  She has enjoyed singing her entire life.  She has been 
singing in choirs since she was 14 years of age.  Our church 
has been blessed many times with her singing solos, with 
ladiesõ trios, quartets, worship teams, and in choir.  Judy has 
also been involved with Marthaõs Ministry and volunteers in 
the office.  She is a very compassionate person who always 

has time to pray with anyone who has a prayer need. 

     Hank has been a carpenter practically his whole life.  He 
was a hod-carrier at the age of twelve. (Youõll have to ask 
him about that.) He was a bricklayer, a plaster and tile set-
ter, and a general contractor before owning his own sub-
contracting business for commercial building for over ten 
years.  He has been a school bus driver, drove Meals on 

Laugh A Little ~ 

Misunderstanding? 

A new pastor moved into town and went out one Saturday to visit his parishioners. All went well until he 
came to one house. It was obvious that someone was home, but no one came to the door even after he 

had knocked several times. Finally, he took out his card and wrote on the back: Revelation 3:20 and 
stuck it in the door.  
The next day, as he was counting the offering he found his card in the collection plate. Below his mes-
sage was the notation Genesis 3:10.  
Revelation 3:20 reads: "Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear my voice, and opens the 
door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with me."  

Genesis 3:10 reads: "And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked."  

Christian One-Liners: 

- Try our Sundays. They are better than Baskin-Robbins.  

- Have trouble sleeping? We have sermons -- come hear one!  

- How will you spend eternity -- Smoking or Non-smoking?  

- This is a ch_ _ ch. What is missing?  

- Under same management for over 2000 years  


